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Claims 



1. A postal security device comprising a secure housing, and within the secuFe^*lTOusing a 
body of data having a size, said postal security device also havingwklfirrthrsecure housing 
means for generating print data for printing of postage indkiaf^aid generating of said print 
data relying in part on the body of data, said postal sg^dnty device also having v^ithin the 
secure housing a first memory sized t^^^oiMid^fe the body of data, said first memory of a 
type not requiring electrical power t^mMrJ^intJfe contents thereof, said postal security 
device also having within the sec^r^KapsiHga second memory not large enough to 
acconnmodate the body of d^tC^said second memory of a type requiring electrical power to 
maintain the contents th^eof, said postal security device also comprising a battery powering 
the second memojj^nd a tamper switch mechanically coupled with the secure housing so that 
upon tampeMg with the secure housing the second memory is disconnected from the battery, 
said post^rsecurity device further comprising an encryption key stored within said second 
meni^y, said postal security device further comprising a cryptographic engine, said body of 
encrypted by the cryptographic engine with respect to the encryption key. 



2. A method for use with a postal securitjSdevice comprising a secure housing, and within 
the secure housing a body of data having alsize, said postal security device also having within 
the secure housing means for generating pAnt data for printing of postage indicia, said 
generating of said print data relying in partjon the body of data, said postal security device 
also having within the secure housing a firit memory sized to accommodate the body of data, 
said first memory of a type not requiring el metrical power to maintain the contents thereof, 
said postal security device also having witl in the secure housing a second memory not large 
enough to accommodate the body of data, ! aid second memory of a type that requires electric 
power to maintain its contents, said postal security device also comprising a battery powering 
the second memory and a tamper switch michanically coupled with the secure housing so that 
upon tampering with the secure housing thdsecond memory is disconnected from the battery, 
said postal security device further comprisiilg an encryption key stored within said second 
memory, said postal security device further comprising a cryptographic engine; the method 
comprising the steps of: I 
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Storing ihe encryption key witMin the second memory; 



encrypting the body of data bjlthe cryptographic engine with respect to the encryption key; 



storing the encrypted body of lata in the first memory; and 



in the event of tampering, renij fving power from the second memory. 



3. A method for use with a postal security device comprising a secure housing,,^a!l^within 
the secure housing a body of data having a size, said postal security devifi€also having within 
the secure housing means for generating print data for printing ofpdstage indicia, said 
generating of said print data relying in part on the body of^^fa, said postal security device 
also having within the secure housing a first memojy^zed to accommodate the body of data, 
said first memory of a type not requiring elect^rdal power to maintain the contents thereof, 
said postal security device also haviflg ^UMmf the secure housing a second memory not large 
enough to accommodate the body of d£fe,smd second memory of a type that clears its 
contents upon a predetermined elejaftRifl^l condition, said postal security device also 
comprising a tamper switch me^anically coupled with the secure housing so that upon 
tampering with the secure hosing the second memory has said predetermined electrical 
condition, said postal sec^ity device further comprising an encryption key stored within said 
second memory, said oDstal security device further comprising a cryptographic engine; the 
method comprisina^e steps of: 

storing the en^ption key within the second memory; 

encrypting the body of data by the cryptographic engine with respect to the encryption key; 
stoiyfg the encrypted body of data in the first memory; and 



m the event of tampering, causing said predetermined electrical condition. 



